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Hannah and Samuel
1 Samuel 1–3

• What does this story teach me about God 
or the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? 

How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How 

do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   What did Hannah promise to do if God gave her a son? 

(She committed Samuel to God.)

•  Share a few things about God that you could tell others.

•   How does God speak to us today? How does this make you 
feel about reading the Bible?

STORY POINT: GOD CALLED HANNAH’S SON TO SHARE GOD’S PLAN.

A man named Elkanah lived with his wife Hannah. Hannah was very sad 
because she did not have any children. Hannah wanted to have a family.

Elkanah and Hannah went to the tabernacle. Hannah 
prayed to God, “Lord, if You give me a son, I will 
dedicate him to You. He will serve You all of his 
life.” God did answer her prayers. After some 
time, Hannah gave birth to a son. She 
named him Samuel. When Samuel was 
no longer a baby, Hannah left Samuel 
with Eli to serve God.

One night, Eli was in his bed and 
Samuel was lying in the tabernacle 
when Samuel heard someone 
call his name. Samuel ran to Eli. 
“Here I am; you called me.”

But it wasn’t Eli. He told 
Samuel to go back to bed. God 
called Samuel three times, and 
each time Samuel ran to Eli. Eli 
finally understood that God was 
calling to Samuel. He told Samuel 
how to respond.

Samuel went back to his place, 
and God called, “Samuel, Samuel!”

“Speak, for Your servant is listening,” 
Samuel replied. God told Samuel that He 
was going to judge Eli’s family for their sin.

The next day, Samuel was afraid to tell Eli what 
God had said. Eli asked Samuel to tell him what God 
said, so Samuel did. As Samuel grew, God was with him. God 
used Samuel to share His plan with the nation of Israel.

Christ Connection: Samuel used God’s words to tell the people what God is like. 
John 1:1 says that Jesus is the Word. Jesus—the Son of God—told the world about 
God’s plan and showed what God is like.
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People Paths
Trace the paths to learn about each person.

______________________ gave birth to a 

son and named him ____________________. 

Hannah left Samuel with the priest 

__________ to serve God. One night, Samuel 

was lying in the ______________________ 

when someone called his name.

Finally, Samuel said, “_________________, 

for your servant is ___________________.”

______________________ used Samuel 

to share His plan with the nation of 

___________________ . 

Samuel’s Story
Use the words from the word list to fill in the blanks and complete Samuel’s story.
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• What does this story teach me about 
God or the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about 
myself?

• Are there any commands in this story to obey? 
How are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they 
help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   Why was the ark of God important? (The ark reminded the 

Israelites of God’s promise to be with His people.)

•   Do you always consult God when something doesn’t work out 
the way you think it should? Why or why not?

•  How can you remember that God is always with you?

The Ark Was Captured
1 Samuel 4–6

STORY POINT: GOD SHOWED THE PHILISTINES THAT HE IS 
THE ONE TRUE GOD.

One day the Philistines defeated Israel. The leaders of Israel said, “Why did 
God let us lose to the Philistines?” The Israelites decided to 
take the ark of the covenant to the battlefield. Maybe 
the ark would help them win. When the army of 
Israelites saw the ark, they shouted with joy. 
Surely they would win the battle now!

The Philistines came out to fight 
against the Israelites, and the Philistines 
won again! They even captured the 
ark of God! The Philistines took 
the ark of God to a temple where 
they worshiped a false god named 
Dagon. They put the ark next 
to a statue of Dagon. The next 
morning, the Philistines entered 
the temple and saw that Dagon’s 
statue was facedown in front of 
the ark. They set the statue back 
up where it belonged. The next 
day, the statue was facedown again. 
This time, its head and hands were 
broken off.

God punished the people living in 
the city where the Philistines kept the ark. 
The people got sick, and they wanted to get 
rid of the ark. They decided to return the ark 
along with gifts of gold to show they were sorry for 
taking it. They hitched two cows to a cart and put the 
ark on the cart. The cows moved the ark down the road until 
the ark of God was back with the Israelites, where it belonged.

Christ Connection: The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with 
them. Years later, God gave His people something greater than a sign that He was 
with them; God gave them His Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’ names is 
Immanuel, which means “God with us.”
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Greater Than
Cross out every fourth letter to answer the question, Is anything or anyone greater than God?

Follow the Ark
Use your Bible and the clues below to trace the path of the ark on 
the map.

1.  The elders of Israel decided to get the ark of God from this city. 

(1 Samuel 4:3) 

2. The Israelites took the ark to their camp. (1 Samuel 4:1)

3.  The Philistines captured the ark of God and took it to the city 

where the temple of Dagon was. (1 Samuel 5:1-2)

4.  The Philistines decided to move the ark to another city. 

(1 Samuel 5:8)

5.  When the people got sick, they sent the ark to another city. 

(1 Samuel 5:10)

6.  The Philistines wanted to return the ark. They sent it up the 

road to this city. (1 Samuel 6:11-12)

7.  Messengers told the people of this city to come get the ark. 

(1 Samuel 6:21)

Unit 10, Session 2: The Ark Was Captured 6



F
O

L
D

• What does this story teach me about God 
or the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? 

How are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How 

do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   When might it be wrong to want to be like someone else? When 

might it be good?

•   Why do you think we sometimes disobey those who want what is 
best for us?

•  Why is partial obedience still sin? Who completely obeyed for us?

Israel’s First King
1 Samuel 8–15

STORY POINT: GOD’S PEOPLE WANTED A KING LIKE THE 
NATIONS AROUND THEM.

Samuel was a judge over Israel. The leaders of Israel said, “We want a king 
like the nations around us!” Samuel prayed to God. God said, 
“Give them what they want.”

God brought to Samuel a man named Saul. 
Samuel anointed Saul, and the Spirit of God 
was with Saul. The Israelites thought Saul 
would be a good king, but Saul did not 
obey God. One day, Saul took an 
army to fight the Philistines. But 
the Philistines had more chariots, 
horses, and soldiers. Saul wanted 
to make an offering to God. But 
only the priests, like Samuel, were 
allowed to give offerings to God. 
Saul decided to make an offering 
to God himself. Then Samuel 
arrived. “You have disobeyed 
God,” Samuel said. “You will not 
be king much longer.”

Later, the Israelites won a battle 
against the Amalekites. God wanted 
Saul to destroy everything, but Saul 
only destroyed things he didn’t want.

God told Samuel, “I regret that I 
made Saul king because he does not obey 
Me.” Samuel confronted Saul. Saul admitted 
his sin and asked for forgiveness. Samuel said, 
“God has taken away your kingship today, and He will 
make someone else king.”

Christ Connection: God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the 
Israelites did not trust God’s plan and wanted a king like the nations around them. 
God gave them a king, but Saul did not obey God. God had a plan to send His Son, 
Jesus. King Jesus trusted and obeyed God perfectly and died so sinners could be forgiven 
and accepted.
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Search and Find
Find and circle the words in the word search.

Israel’s First King
Use the key to decode the message.
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